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live unfranchised* the Government and Parliament would
cave in and yield to their demands* But the ruse was
not successful although the Government of the day
vacillated between determination and weakness* The
hunger strikers were indeed liberated so soon as the prison
doctors reported their situation as critical, but politically
they remained unetnancipated*

Now this is a most interesting phenomenon* If these
self-appointed martyrs were resolved to die for their
noble cause, it is certainly the height of cruelty for a
weak-kneed government to deny them that glorious con-
summation* Indeed it may be asked: " How many of
these hunger strikers really intended to be martyrs instead
of keeping up the false appearance as long as possible ? n
But just as the law discourages the committing of suicides*
so the Government was afraid to let them die* In so
doing the Home Office only added oil to the flames* for
the liberated martyrs would recuperate and then resume
their militant tactics* And the added knowledge that
the Government could only send them to prison but dare
not let them die* would only embolden them to explore
for fresh worlds to conquer in the way of bringing the
Government and Parliament to their knees*

As already stated* all this is now a closed chapter in the
history of woman's political emancipation* and the war
has given women their long-sought opportunity* But
the incident is not without its lessons* and perhaps when
the next clash comes between masculine and feminine
rights, the lamp of the past will guide the footsteps of
the future*

It may be anticipating one of our concluding chapters